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Emil began college at Texas A&M
University as part of the class of 1953.
In the 1980s, he finished a degree in phi-
losophy while he was in his sixties.
Upon finishing his degree later in life,
Emil said: ‘“Too many of us grow older
and we sit back and say, ‘Well, I've
lived my life. There’s nothing else to
do. I'll try to live on my past experi-
ences and past knowledge and hope
that I survive with some dignity.” I
think that person has already partially
died.” Emil’s love for learning and his
intellectual curiosity would continue
through the end of his life.

In 1953, Emil returned to Abilene,
Texas, to begin his career in the oil in-
dustry. While starting his career, he
worked odd jobs to help make ends
meet for his growing family. One of
those odd jobs was playing the trumpet
in local dance bands on the weekends.

In 1973, his independent oil and gas
operations hit it big when the prop-
erties he was leasing dramatically in-
creased in value, creating the nucleus
of Emil’s business success. The oil and
gas business eventually brought Emil
back to College Station in 1979, where
he would be instrumental in developing
the successful Bryan Woodbine Oil
Field in the 1980s.

Passionate about educating youth,
Emil helped found the Ogden-Chaparral
Entertainment Company, where he pro-
duced an educational children’s tele-
vision show called ‘‘Imagineliane’ in
the 1990s. The first show aired on
KAMU-TV in the Brazos Valley and
was eventually shown on stations all
across the United States.

Even with all of his business accom-
plishments, Emil will best be remem-
bered for his philanthropic efforts in
the Brazos Valley. His upbringing in
poverty and struggles during early life
are something Emil never forgot, and
it made him empathize with those in
need.

He served on the board of directors
for the local Boys & Girls Club, in mul-
tiple positions for the Knights of Co-
lumbus, as chairman of the Arrow
Moon District of the Boy Scouts of
America, and he was also a member of
the Bryan Rotary Club.

A lifelong conservative, Emil also
gave to many conservative causes, in-
cluding donating the seed money to the
40 Days for Life campaign, which began
at College Station and advocated for
pro-life causes around the world today.

He also sponsors three Habitat for
Humanity homes, saying that it was
“my way of giving thanks.”’

Mr. Speaker, Emil Ogden worked
tirelessly for the Brazos Valley. He is
loved in Bryan-College Station and cer-
tainly left an enduring impression on
our community. He will be forever re-
membered as a great philanthropist,
humanitarian, businessman, husband,
father, grandfather, great-grandfather,
pro-life champion, and friend.

My wife, Gina, and I offer our deepest
and heartfelt condolences to the Ogden
family. We also lift up the family and
friends of Emil Ogden in our prayers.
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I have requested that the United
States flag be flown over the Nation’s
Capitol today to honor the life and leg-
acy of Emil Ogden.

As I close today, I urge all Americans
to continue praying for our country
during these difficult times, for our
military men and women who protect
us from external threats, and for our
first responders who protect us from
threats here at home.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF JAMES
LOUIS MAXWELL, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
HOLDING) for 30 minutes.

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to reflect on the life of the late
James Louis Maxwell, Jr., a gentleman
from a small eastern North Carolina
county, whose innovative mind and en-
trepreneurial spirit helped grow his
grandfather’s local milling company
into a thriving international agri-
business. Louis Maxwell’s story is cer-
tainly one of commercial and financial
success, but it is, more importantly,
Mr. Speaker, about a life devoted to
family and community.

On January 9, 1927, in Wayne County,
North Carolina, James Louis Maxwell
and his wife, Ruth Herring, welcomed
the birth of a son, Louis, Jr. He was an
active youngster and became involved
in Boy Scouts, proudly earning his
Eagle Scout badge. He would later say
that scouting had a transformational
impact on him, and he remained ac-
tively involved with the Scouts
throughout his life.

Louis’ grandfather, Hugh Maxwell,
founded Goldsboro Milling Company in
1916, a family business, which is hon-
ored, Mr. Speaker, to celebrate 101
years of business this year. The com-
pany began with the production of var-
ious feeds for farm animals, along with
milling cornmeal and making grits.

Young Louis, a graduate of Goldsboro
High School, attended Davidson Col-
lege, but left to serve his country dur-
ing World War II. After completing his
Naval service, Louis enrolled in UNC-
Chapel Hill, graduating in 1950 with a
degree in commerce.

Proud of, and loyal to his deep roots
in eastern North Carolina, he returned
home to Goldsboro and immediately
began working in the family business,
and he rose quickly through the ranks.

Louis was always looking at ways to
expand the family business, and he
began the company’s efforts in raising
turkeys, hoping that eastern North
Carolina would be favorable to growing
those large birds. Turkey production
grew rapidly, and today, Mr. Speaker,
Louis’ vision and hard work have
helped his company become the largest
producer and processor of turkeys in
the world, having acquired Butterball
Company some years ago.
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Continuing to grow agribusiness
across the United States, Louis ex-
panded his family’s ventures, becoming
a major swine producer, along with
timber and blueberry farming. His vi-
sionary acumen has now carried
through five generations of the Max-
well family and shows no signs of slow-
ing down.

Yet, despite all of the many achieve-
ments of this good man—and I have
really not even touched the surface of
those achievements—he is truly a hum-
ble person. To Louis Maxwell, helping
folks in his communities, by providing
good jobs and many opportunities, was
one of the most honorable things he
thought a man could do to serve his
fellow man. He expected much from
himself and from those he employed,
and he was pleased to reward loyalty
and hard work.

His outlet, when he wasn’t working
hard, what he liked to do was spend his
time outdoors. Louis was the ultimate
outdoorsman. If it wasn’t hunting sea-
son, it was fishing season. His children
were right there with him, and they
say that he was still out in the boat
fishing even in his later years. They al-
ways stuck to one rule, though, which
was: he had to clean the fish that he
caught.

Louis was a born and bred Methodist
and was a lifelong member of St. Paul’s
Methodist Church in Goldsboro. No
matter where he was, Mr. Speaker, he
never met a stranger, never walked
past someone without saying hello, and
he was a proud American. He loved his
flag, and he loved his country.

But most importantly, he spent more
than 60 years married to the love of his
life, Mary Ann Jeffreys, until she
passed in 2014. Together, they had four
children, eight grandchildren, and now
a great-grandchild. Louis was very
proud of his family, as they were of
him. He cherished his role as a hus-
band, father, and grandfather.

In his lifetime, Louis Maxwell en-
riched countless lives in ways too
many to express. He will truly be
missed. He was a friend.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY,
JULY 28, 2017, TO TUESDAY, AU-
GUST 1, 2017

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 11 a.m. on Tuesday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

————

IMPORTANT ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it has
been a deeply troubling last 12 hours—
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